DATA RETRIEVAL AND CONVERSION

TASK 1 – Downloading database files

Go to: www.dfwinfo.com
Then:

Programs -> Demographic Research -> Census 2000, then Downloadable data 

1.
For General Demographics select Census Tract as the summary level and click download

2.
Click Save and browse to folder and Click Save again, when Save is complete click Open

3.
Under Folder Tasks in Windows Explorer click Extract All files

4.
Open Excel then click File -> Open and browse to folder containing downloaded data

5.
For Files of Type select All Files then click on SF30001T.DBF and Open

What does the data mean?

6.
Go to Downloadable data web page, next to the Download button for the data that was just downloaded Click Read Me

7.
Click on Field descriptions for file SF30001

Which records are for Denton County?

8.
In the Read Me file click Field descriptions then County Code

9.
In Excel click Insert -> Worksheet

10.
Click on the SF30001T tab then click on Record Number 575, Scroll down to Record Number 630 Hold down the Shift key and Click on 630, right click and click Copy


An alterative is to use Auto Filter From the Data Menu, and select 121 from the dropdown menu

11.
Click on the Sheet1 tab – In cell A1 right click and click Paste Special, Select the column Widths button and click OK

12.
Right click in cell A1 and click Paste

13.
From the Format Menu click Column -> AutoFit Selection

14.
Click on Row 1 then from the Insert Menu click row

15.
Go back to the SF30001T tab click on Row 1, right click then Copy, Go back to Sheet 1 tab click on Row 1, right click then Paste

16.
Double click on the tab and rename tab Denton County

For the GIS Census Boundaries Go to:

Programs -> Geographic Information Systems, then GIS Data Clearinghouse
TASK 2 – converting HTML data to Excel Format

Go to: http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/home/index.asp
Then:
Data -> Data Main Data Page then click Population and Water Demand -> then Historical Water Use Data

1.
Then Click on Ground and Surface Water Use in Texas:1980-1997
2.
Click just to the left of the Y on Year, hold and drag right to the end of the Total column and down to the end of the 1980 Total row

3.
Right click and click Copy

4.
Open and new Excel Spreadsheet, Right click in cell A1 and click Paste

TASK 3 – Converting ASCII data to Excel format

Go to: http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/home/index.asp
Then:

Data -> Data Main Page

1.
Click Groundwater Resources then under Information click Groundwater data home Information

2.
Scroll down and click on Download Groundwater Database 
3.
Scroll down and find the data for Denton County and click Well Data Table.txt

YIKES!!!!  Click Back on the Internet Browser

4.
Right click on Well Data Table.txt and then click Save Target As, browse to the folder where you want to save the file in, give a file a better name (denton_wells) and save it as a text document

5.
In Excel go to File -> Open and browse to denton_wells file folder

6.
Click on denton_wells and click open, the Text Import Wizard will Open

7.
Click Delimited and Import starting at Row 1, click Next

8.
In Step 2, uncheck Tab and check Other in the Delimiter options and in the box next to Other: insert the “,” symbol (notice the fields are now separated in the Data Preview), click Next

9.
In Step 3, leave the Column field format as General for all columns expect for column “date drilled”, click General for this column (the first value in that field is 05011964), select date and leave MDY as the format, click Finish

10.
Click the very top left cell (above Row 1 and left of Column 1, then AutoFit the columns to the data

TASK 4 – Converting Text to Columns

Go to: www.geog.unt.edu/~djw0025
1.
Double click on PDF data.pdf

2.
Select the data you want to insert into Excel, using the Select Tool (Records 1 – 5), right click and click Copy

3.
In Excel, open a new worksheet the right click in cell A1 and click Paste (notice your data is not separated into columns)

4.
Select the first Column that your data is in (Column A)

5.
Click Data -> Text to Columns

6.
In Step 1 of the Text to Columns Wizard leave Fixed Width selected (if your data is separated by columns or some other delimiter select Delimited), click Next

7.
Notice Record and its number will be separated (you may not want this), double click on the vertical line between Record and its number (it should go away), click Next

8.
Leave Column data format as General, click Next
OTHER ONLINE SOURCES OF GEOGRAPHIC DATA
Texas Natural Resources Information System (TNRIS),
www.tnris.state.tx.us/
Texas Commission of Environmental Quality

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/data/
Geography Network

http://www.geographynetwork.com/data/index.html
Geodata.gov

http://gos2.geodata.gov/wps/portal/gos
NOAA

http://www.noaa.gov/pastweather.html
Texas Parks and Wildlife

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

http://www.fws.gov/
U.S. Geological Survey

http://www.usgs.gov/
World Data Center for Human Interaction with the Environment

http://wwwgateway.ciesin.org/wdc/
All data that is displayed on any City or County Website can usually be obtained (it is public information)

http://gisweb.cityofdenton.com/ and http://gis.dentoncounty.com/website/service/viewer.htm 

