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vides the special footholds, for adding new goods and
services into economic life. Ants, no matter how effi-
ciently they divide their tasks, do nothing so terrifying
and wonderful. Seen as a source of new work, division
of labor becomes something infinitely more useful than
Adam Smith suggested when he limited its function to the
efficient rationalization of work.
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The Valuable Inefficiencies
and Impracticalities of Cities

People who think we would be better off without cities,
especially without big, unmanageable, disorderly cities,
never tire of explaining that cities grown too big are, in
any case, inefficient and impractical. Certainly, as we all
know, the most routine and ordinary activities—getting
people to work, moving goods around, keeping trees
alive, making space for school playgrounds, disposing of
garbage—absorb ridiculous amounts of energy, time and
money in cities, as compared to towns and villages. And
it does seem as if big cities are not necessarily efficient
for producing goods and services. Factories move to the
outskirts and the suburbs, and to small and distant
towns, often for reasons of efficiency.

All this is true. Cities are indeed inefficient and im-
practical compared with towns; and among cities them-
selves, the largest and most rapidly growing at any given







